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Foreword 

The Killingbeck and Seacroft areas are noted for their generous swathes of open space laid out as part of the 
planned housing development in the 1950s but the function and quality of these open spaces has changed with 
many now of poor quality and attracting little use. In recent years, there has also been a large amount of housing 
clearance that has created new development opportunities to regenerate the area.  The area is a great place to live, 
but we want to take that extra step to improving the local environment through investing in existing and new 
greenspace and make the area an even better place to live with improved community facilities and jobs in 
accessible locations and a range of housing options that are affordable. 
 

This Neighbourhood Framework has been prepared to set out the investment and development opportunities to 
help do this, building on the good work already done and complementing the strong local partnership working to 
improve all aspects of the area.  It sets out where new houses could be built, improvements and changes to 
greenspace, and the potential for better local facilities.  There has been a great deal of consultation with residents 
about the ideas included in this plan and we would like to thank everyone for their time. 
 

Delivery of the proposals is key to the future success of Killingbeck and Seacroft. The Council must now work hard 
with service partners and developers to release the area’s potential and bring forward the ideas included in this 
framework. 
   

October 2015 
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Executive Summary 

Seacroft  is an inter-war  and post war housing estate to the east of Leeds City Centre.  Whilst there is a sense of community and passion for the area from local 
residents, there has been large scale housing clearance over the years, which has left a large amount of vacant land. In addition the areas of open space that are an 
integral part of it are in need of revitalising through prioritising greenspace investment to ensure that it is better connected, safe and more useable by people who live 
there.  This Neighbourhood Framework aims to improve the quality and range of housing for existing residents living in the Killingbeck and Seacroft areas, whilst also 
having the benefit of providing much needed housing for new residents to make the area an even better place to live.   
 
This framework identifies the following development opportunities: 
 
 Total of 20 potential development sites across Killingbeck and Seacroft; 
 67 ha of land identified for possible new housing; 

 Sites with mixed use development opportunities; 

 Opportunities for new/ improved leisure facilities. 
 

Other improvements include: 
 
 Improved access and usability of existing open space. 

 Improvements to pedestrian and cycle movement around the area in particular to jobs and facilities in nearby areas; 

 Improved connectivity to the surrounding areas in particular the Leeds City Region Enterprise Zone and Thorpe Park  to make it easier for residents to access 
employment opportunities; 

 The provision of better play areas which are in desirable and accessible locations that are less vulnerable and can be more easily maintained; 

 Neighbourhood improvements which include the creation of community gardens or allotments; 

 Delivery of sustainability measures in new and existing homes to improve energy efficiency;  
 
 

The Council and its partners will work hard to promote the ideas included in this framework.  The private sector will play a key role in delivery by bringing forward new 
development and contributing to the other improvements identified. 
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Vision 

Over the next 10 years our aim is to improve the quality and range of housing for existing residents living in the Killingbeck and Seacroft areas, whilst also 
having the benefit of providing much needed housing for new residents.  To ensure that the area is an even better place to live, there will also be investment 
in greenspace to ensure that it is better connected, safe and more useable by people of all ages.  Transport infrastructure improvements including 
improving bus services and pedestrian and cycle facilities will also help to make it easier for local people to access training and job opportunities in the local 
area, in particular the Leeds City Region Enterprise Zone, and Thorpe Park , as well as construction jobs arising from the development associated with the 
expansion of East Leeds “East Leeds Extension”. 
 
Overall the perception of Killingbeck and Seacroft will be transformed and it will be recognised as an attractive, well connected and sustainable place to live 
and will be a key part of the major regeneration and development of this part of the city. This Neighbourhood Framework aims to: 
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Innovative New Housing 

 Identify a range of sites for residential development which could potentially deliver over 2,000 new homes.  These could 
include a mix of homes for sale and rent including affordable options. 

 identify other investment and development opportunities to ensure that the area has a broad mix of sustainable uses; 

 Provide better and more secure play areas and enhance the quality of greenspace provision in the area; 

 ensure that the area is well connected with improved pedestrian and cycle links; 

 ensure that nearby employment areas are made more accessible; and 

 ensure that there are sufficient training and job opportunities for local 
residents. 

East Leeds Academy 



A Neighbourhood Framework for 

Killingbeck and Seacroft 

 
 

What is it and how has it been developed?  

What is a Neighbourhood Framework? 
 
This Neighbourhood Framework will present the Council’s vision for Killingbeck 
and Seacroft which will help shape the future of the area. It will set out a range of 
development and investment opportunities for Killingbeck and Seacroft including 
land for new housing, community uses, improved greenspace and better links to 
improve connectivity to nearby employment areas. The document will be used to 
promote the area to developers, support community projects, help to decide 
planning applications and ensure that investment is prioritised. 
 
This framework is prepared in the context of a range of other national and local 
policies and initiatives and seeks to contribute to Leeds becoming ‘the best city in 
the UK’.  

Why Killingbeck and Seacroft? 
 

The development of a Neighbourhood Framework for Killingbeck and 
Seacroft is a chance to refresh and build on a number of plans prepared in 
the last few years. Whilst those plans ensured that over a hundred new 
houses were built in Seacroft on South Parkway and the former Killingbeck 
hospital site, despite a major recession, we now need to revisit what Leeds 
City Council can realistically achieve using its own land and buildings.  
  
This framework is needed to help support future planning decisions in 
Seacroft and will help the Council and its partners explore and support ways 
of bringing forward new development and help promote the area to 
developers, attracting their investment. The framework will consider all types 
of development and identify wider community benefits which could be 
delivered using S106 contributions/CIL from new future development. 
The intention remains to change the area for the better and help make the 
most of wider social, economic and environmental opportunities. 
 
In tandem with the Neighbourhood Framework local people in Seacroft are 
coming together to prepare a Neighbourhood Plan that aims to set out how 
Seacroft can change. It is intended to work in a complementary way with the 
Neighbourhood Planning Forum to make sure that the Framework can help 
manage any specific development proposals. The Framework will set the 
locaton of housing, shops and greenspace and the Neighbourhood Plan will 
provide more detail about the design of these aspects and will look at other 
possible improvements. 

Core Strategy 
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A Neighbourhood Framework for 

Killingbeck & Seacroft 

Involving local people 
 
 
The views of the local community have been central to the emergence of this framework. In January 2015, a comprehensive consultation programme was undertaken at a wide range of locations 
and venues across the area including children centres, community centres, shops and schools. The comments received have informed the preparation of this framework. 
 
In total, 104 completed feedback forms were received through the consultation sessions although even more people attended sessions to discuss the proposals, The consultation established that 
there was a broad level of support for the proposals set out within the Neighbourhood Framework Plan.  A lot of respondents were keen to see new quality housing delivered in the area, but 
wanted to see affordable housing as a main part of the new housing delivery.  Employment and training opportunities were identified as a key priority in the area. Most people were generally 
happy with retail provision in the area, although there was criticism of the lack of variety caused by the impact of the large supermarket chains on smaller businesses.  People generally thought 
that more was needed to be done to cater for children and teenagers  in the area, 

‘Need more local shops and not 
enough doctors and dentists’ 

‘The state of the paving in the 

area makes it difficult to get 

‘There isn’t a direct bus 
service to North Leeds, 
Crossgates, LGI or 
Seacroft Hospital ’ 

‘The area needs a youth hub 

and leisure centre’ 
‘There needs to

 be 

im
proved tra

ffic
 

calm
ing m

easures 

across th
e esta

te’ 
‘Better connections are needed be-

tween North and South Parkway’ 

‘More employment and training opportunities 
are required in the area 

‘High quality housing should 
be delivered in the area’ 

‘Cafes in the area would be 

good as well as a pub that 

serves food’ 

‘Better lighting in 

some parts of the 

area to make it 

feel safer’ 

‘Priority should be given o improving 

the existing Council housing stock in 

the area’ 

‘Older p
eople’s housing 

and fa
mily housing-

should be a prio
rity

’ 

‘Better play areas are         

required that are well        

located and more secure for 

younger children’ 

‘More sports pitches 

are needed in the area 
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Killingbeck and Seacroft—The Future 

 

The Neighbourhood Framework sets out a range of development opportunities.  Some of these 
are recognisable from earlier plans and strategies, but there are also a number of new ideas and 
proposals.  Whilst a number of housing sites have been previously identified, the framework sets 
these in a wider context and includes new sites  to make better use of and meet housing need 
on land in the urban area.  The framework identifies 20 potential development sites on 67 ha of 
land. 
 
These development opportunities sit alongside other investment ideas including: 
 

 focussed greenspace improvements including the Wyke Beck, The 
Rein, Seacroft Gardens, Seacroft Hall; 

 the option of building a new road to link North Parkway with South Parkway around  
      the David Young Community Academy site;  

 improved pedestrian and cycle routes around the area and to       
neighbouring parts of the city; and  

Innovative housing Focused greenspace improvements 
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 opportunities for new leisure uses and more efficient use of community buildings; 

Killingbeck and Seacroft Neighbourhood Framework Plan 



 

       History of the area 

Seacroft has a long history and was referenced in the Domesday Book as long ago as 1086. There is also 
evidence that the area was inhabited in the Neolithic Age (3500BC to 2100BC)! This was established when 
the estate was being built in the 1950s and construction workers unearthed a stone axe from the period on 
what is now Kentmere Avenue.   

 

The area was originally known as Saecroft, an Anglo Saxon name, Sae meaning lake or pool and Croft 
meaning farm or enclosure.  The area developed into a small village to the east of Leeds which was 
surrounded by a number of farms and remained largely unchanged for centuries.   

 

Seacroft Hall was built by the Shiletto family around 1605. Seacroft Hall was located on the site of what is 
now East Leeds Academy, having been demolished in the 1950s. 

 

In the early 1930s work started on the construction of Council housing to the south of the estate.  The original 
plan was to continue to develop the estate to the north, however this was interrupted by the outbreak of the 
Second World War.  Development of Seacroft started again after the war had ended with many pre-
fabricated houses and high-rise flats being constructed throughout the 1950s and 60s.   

 

Seacroft shopping centre was also constructed around this time and offered a range of retail outlets including 
Woolworths.  However, by the 1980s and 90s it was becoming dated with many retailers moving to other 
more modern locations such as the Cross Gates Arndale Centre.   
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Aerial 1933 

Aerial 1953 

Aerial  2006 

Seacroft Hospital 

Original Seacroft Shopping Centre 

Seacroft Hall 



Economic/Social Profile of the Area  

 
A general overview of the economic and social conditions of the Killingbeck and Seacroft Ward is outlined below: 
  
 
 According to the Mid-Year Population Estimates 2013, this area has a population of 23954 (this is split into 11325 Males and 12629 Females (47.28%/ 

52.72%); 
 
 Figures from the Census of Population 2011 show that people of Non-White ethnic groups make up 10.11% of the resident population (2402 People);  
 
 Job Seekers Allowance Claimants in the area for 01-15 total 733 which is a rate of 4.9% of the working age population; 
 
 The average house price for all property types (2013) for the ward is £112,081 in contrast to the Leeds average of £171,635; 
 
 Educational Attainment in the area showed that GCSE results for students achieving A*-C Grades was at 85.4% for 2013; 

 41.8% of occupied households in the ward are "owner occupied", compared to 58.6% for the city, and the rate for owner occupation has increased slightly 
from 38.2% in 2001 (while overall the city has seen a decrease in owner occupation); 

 
 56% of occupied households in the ward are rented, compared to a city average of 39.9%, and the ward has a much higher proportion renting from the local authority, through an ALMO, 

(41.2% compared to a city average of 16.9%); 
 
 Overall the percentage of households living in rented accommodation has fallen from 61.8% in 2001 to 56% in 2011 (across the city there has been a slight increase); 
 
 The proportion of households that are renting from the local authority (through an ALMO) has fallen from 48.2% in 2001 to 41.2% in 2011, while the proportion of households renting from a 

housing association or oher RSL has increased from 6.8% to 7.9%); 
 
 The proportion renting from a private landlord or letting agency has more than doubled over the decade from 2.6% in 2001 to 6.1% in 2011; 
 
 35.8% of all households in the ward are occupied by people living on their own, (the city average is 33.3%); 
 
 The proportion of single person households has increased from 32.8% in 2001 to 35.8% in 2011; 
 
 19.8% of households consist of pensioners only (compared to 19.1% for the city), of the 2,044 pensioner only households in the ward 1,472 are occupied by a lone person (14.2% of all 

households in the ward); 
 
 32.5% of all households in the ward contain dependent children, and 13.3% contain children under 5 years of age (compared to city rates of 27.6% and 11.7% respectively) 
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Development Opportunities 

Housing 
Local people are concerned about the shortage of good quality, affordable housing in the area.  People want to stay in the area to be near 
friends and family but there is a view that housing options and choice are limited.  One of the aims of the framework is to identify future 
housing development sites to meet this need, whilst also seeking to attract new people the area. 
 
Local people want to see more family and older people’s housing.  This allows existing families to grow in the area and allows older people 
to downsize without moving away.  New housing is therefore much needed in order to sustain this community lifecycle. 
 
Differing housing types and tenure to give people affordable options for owning their own property. There should also be opportunities for 
people to buy houses on the open market. Rental properties will continue to play an important role in the area providing much needed 
affordable and flexible housing. Some sites lend themselves better than others to affordable or market housing. Sites of varying sizes have 
been identified including a number of small infill sites and may be attractive in particular to small developers or housing associations. 
Based on an average density of 30 dwellings per hectare, there is the potential to construct circa 2000 homes across 20 development 
sites in Killingbeck and Seacroft. It should be noted that some sites identified in this framework will achieve lower densities given 
development constraints, such as topography, tree coverage and ground conditions. 
 
In order to achieve comprehensive regeneration of the Killingbeck and Seacroft areas, some sites identified for housing in this framework are 
proposed to be retained as greenspace in the Council’s Publication Draft Site Allocations Plan. The adopted Core Strategy includes policies 
which allow for off-site greenspace improvements to compensate for the loss of existing greenspace which will need to be applied in bringing 
these sites forward, if the Site Allocation Plan proposals are adopted in their current form.   

 
Character 
Housing development in Killingbeck and Seacroft will need to reflect the local context and complement the local identity and character of these areas. The ‘character’ of an area refers to the look 
and feel of the local neighbourhood which gives it an identity and a unique sense of place. As with all sites in the Neighbourhood Framework, future redevelopment should accord with the City 
Council’s Neighbourhoods for Living guide to ensure that the new development reflects and complements the character of the area. In particularly in the Seacroft area the character is derived from 
the ‘garden suburb’  ideal which aims for low housing density, wide streets with areas of incidental open space. It is important that development respects this unique character and sense of place. 

Community Safety 
Development should adopt secure by design’ principles. Care should be taken to ensure that footpaths do not become overly 
enclosed to create a ‘ginnel’ effect.  Footpaths should be as open as possible, well lit, and overlooked to minimise opportunities for 
anti-social behaviour. 
 
Good quality affordable and varied housing options that adopt secure by design principles are very much needed in the area to 
help make Leeds the best city to live. 

Future Development 

Over time, additional development opportunities may emerge in Killingbeck and Seacroft.  These will need to be brought forward 
in line with the overarching principles of this framework and will be expected to help deliver the wider improvements identified to 
maximise the regenerative benefits for the area. 
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Development Opportunities 

Killingbeck and Seacroft Development Opportunities 
 
The Killingbeck and Seacroft Neighbourhood Framework  identifies a number of housing sites, some of which have been carried forward  rom other Plans. Other than a small number of greenfield 
sites identified for housing the majority of sites are  brownfield. 
 

Site 2 – Ramshead Drive 
This sloping greenfield site is accessed off Ranshead Drive via Limewood Approach which is a 
no through road. The site is bounded by Seacroft Industrial estate to the east, Lime Kiln Wood 
and Ramshead Wood to the north and south respectively and housing to the west. Half of the 
site is currently protected as greenspace/urban green corridor and a local nature area. In the 
Publication Draft Site Allocations Plan the whole of the site is proposed for protection as 
greenspace. The adopted Core Strategy includes policies which allow for off-site greenspace 
improvements to compensate for the loss of existing greenspace.  This approach which will 
need to be applied in bringing this site forward, if the Site Allocation Plan proposals are 
adopted in their current form.   

Site 1 – Kentmere Avenue 
This cleared infill site previously accommodated maisonette 
properties . The site modestly slopes from its eastern 
boundary towards Kentmere Avenue and features a belt of  
mature/semi-mature trees along its eastern boundary.  It is 
surrounded by housing on all sides. 

© Copyright Bluesky Interna onal Limited and Infoterra Limited, 2009 © Copyright Bluesky Interna onal Limited and Infoterra Limited, 2009 
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 Development Opportunities 

Site 3 - Barncroft Road Close 
This cleared sloping housing site is surrounded by housing on 3 sides and Grange 
Farm primary school on the other and benefits from long distance views to the south. 
The site contains few landscape features and has a footpath that cuts across it. In the 
Publication Draft Site Allocations Plan the site is allocated for housing (HG2-90) 

 

Site 5 – Asket Drive North 
This site is a cleared housing site bordered by the A58 to the west, a high rise tower block to the 
north, a medical centre to the south and Asket Drive to the east. A planning application has 
been submitted by Strata Homes Ltd (Application no.15/00903/FU) for private market housing 
with a proportion of affordable housing in line with Council policy. In the Publication Draft Site 
Allocations Plan the site is identified for housing (HG1-210). 

Site 4 – Ramshead Approach 
This large expanse of open space slopes from Ramshead Approach towards North Parkway. 
Mainly grassland the site features sporadic pockets of trees with a footpath linking Ramshead 
Approach to North Parkway. The site is bounded by Seacroft Industrial Estate to the north, 
housing to south and west and the Ring Road to the east.  This site offers the opportunity to 
improve pedestrian and cycle links from Seacroft District Centre to the industrial area to the 
north. In the Leeds Unitary Development Plan the site is allocated as greenspace which is 
replicated in the Publication Draft Site Allocations Plan. The adopted Core Strategy includes 
policies which allow for off-site greenspace improvements to compensate for the loss of existing 
greenspace.  This approach which will need to be applied in bringing this site forward, if the Site 
Allocation Plan proposals are adopted in their current form.   

Site 5 - Thorpe View  © Copyright Bluesky Interna onal Limited and Infoterra Limited, 2009 
© Copyright Bluesky Interna onal Limited and Infoterra Limited, 2009 

Site 6 – Asket Drive South 
This is the larger of the two Asket Drive sites and is a cleared housing site 
bordered by the Wyke Beck to the west, medical centre to the north and housing 
to the east and south. A planning application has been submitted by Strata 
Homes Ltd (Application no.15/00903/FU) for private market housing with a 
proportion of affordable housing in line with Council policy.  In the Publication 
Draft Site Allocations Plan the site is identified for housing (HG1-211). 
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 Development Opportunities 

  
Site 7 – Former Asket Hill Primary School 
This site includes the former Asket Hill primary school site and an area of open space. 
The site topography varies with the steepest slope from Boggart Hill Gardens down 
towards Kentmere Approach. It also benefits from long distance views from Boggart Hill 
Gardens. Access can be achieved from Boggart Hill Gardens or Kentmere Approach 
although other access options could be explored. In the Publication Draft Site 
Allocations Plan the site is allocated for housing (HG2-91). 

Site 8 – Boggart Hill Road 
This small previously developed infill site slopes gradually from Boggart Hill Drive towards 
the southern site boundary. The grassland site featureless and is bounded by flats to the 
north and housing on all three remaining sides. In the Publication Draft Site Allocations Plan 
the site is identified for housing (HG1-213). 

Site 9 - Kentmere Approach 
This linear greenfield site represents a unique opportunity to create a development that 
integrates positively with its surroundings and other development opportunity sites notably 
Asket Drive and the former Asket Hill Primary School and which takes advantage of its 
topography, adjacent open spaces, footpath routes. and long distance views. The eastern 
half of the site was previously designated as Greenspace in the Leeds UDP Review. In the 
Publication Draft Site Allocations Plan the site is allocated for housing (HG2-92). 

Site 10 - Asket Avenue 
This flat greenfield site is located between Asket Avenue and North Parkway and is linked by 
a footpath that runs down one side of Asket Walk. The site is bounded by open space to the 
south and north and housing to the east and west. There is an opportunity to improve 
pedestrian connectivity through this site to the wider network. In the Leeds UDP Review part 
of the site is allocated as greenspace/urban green corridor with the greenspace allocation 
replicated in the Publication Draft Site Allocations Plan. The adopted Core Strategy includes 
policies which allow for off-site greenspace improvements to compensate for the loss of 
existing greenspace.  This approach which will need to be applied in bringing this site 
forward, if the Site Allocation Plan proposals are adopted in their current form.   
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      Development Opportunities 

 

Site 13 – Middleton Park Grove 

Site 11– Seacroft Crescent North 
This site includes the former Fariview care home and an area of open space located on the 
western edge of the Seacroft district centre.. The open space element has a pronounced west to 
east slope and enjoys long distance views. The former care home part of the site  has been the 
subject of a previous outline planning permission for residential development. The site benefits 
from excellent access to the Seacroft town centre and its facilities. Part of the site falls within the 
Seacroft town centre boundary in the Leeds UDP Review with the remainder unallocated. In the 
Publication Draft Site Allocation Plan the main part of the site is allocated as greenspace. The 
adopted Core Strategy includes policies which allow for off-site greenspace improvements to 
compensate for the loss of existing greenspace.  This approach which will need to be applied in 
bringing this site forward, if the Site Allocation Plan proposals are adopted in their current form.   

Site 12 - Seacroft Crescent South 
This previously developed site is situated within the southern part of Seacroft town centre and 
benefits from excellent access to town centre facilities and Seacroft Bus Station. The site 
represents a unique opportunity to create a quality development that integrates positively with its 
surroundings and which takes advantage of its sustainable town centre location. The site is 
identified within Seacroft town centre boundary in the Leeds UDP Review  and is replicated in 
the Publication Draft Site Allocations Plan. 

Site 13 – Bishop’s Way 
This relative flat greenfield site sits next to David Young Academy and includes the site of the 
former East Leeds Family Learning Centre. The site provides a unique opportunity to provide an 
additional load link between North Parkway to South Parkway to improve accessibility and 
permeability across the Seacroft estate and take advantage of its location next to the Wyke 
Beck. Part of the site is reserved for a new school. In the Leeds UDP Review the site is partly 
unallocated, partly protected as greenspace and partly protected as playing pitch land. In the 
Publication Draft Site Allocations Plan the site is partly allocated as greenspace and partly 
allocated for school use. The adopted Core Strategy includes policies which allow for off-site 
greenspace improvements to compensate for the loss of existing greenspace.  This approach 
which will need to be applied in bringing this site forward, if the Site Allocation Plan proposals 
are adopted in their current form.   

Site 14 - Brooklands Drive 
The former brownfield site  slopes from Brooklands Drive towards Brooklands Avenue , The 
site represents a unique opportunity to create a development that integrates positively with its 
surroundings and which takes advantage of topography and views. The site contains very few 
landscape features. In the Publication Draft Site Allocations Plan the site is allocated for 
housing (HG2-95) 
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 Development Opportunities 

Site 15 – Acre Road South Site 16 – Tivoli Building, Acre Road 

Site 17 – Acre Road North Site 18 – Middleton Park Road 

Site 15 - Parkway Close 
This is a cleared housing site with the exception of a block of town houses located on Parkway 
Close. Historically the site was split in to two separate sites accessed independently from 
Parkway Close and Brooklands Garth. The site is surrounded on all sides by housing. The site 
has been the subject of a previous outline planning permission for residential development 
(Application no.10/02225/LA ). In the Publication Draft Site Allocations Plan the site is identified 
for housing (HG1-225). 

Site 16 – Blencarn Road and Vale and Brooklands Avenue 
This cleared site slopes gradually from Brooklands Avenue towards South Parkway with further  
cross falls from east to west. Part of the site is currently used as open space. Tree 
planting within the site is limited although there is a distinct group of  trees that lie to the north of  
the existing bungalows. The site is bordered by mainly housing to the west and north, housing and 
a parade of shops to the east and housing and a children’s centre to the south. The main part of 
the site has been the subject of a previous outline planning permission for residential development 
(Application no.10/02225/LA). In the Publication Draft Site Allocations Plan the site is partly 
allocated for housing (HG1-226 and HG2-96). 

 

Site 17 - Brooklands Avenue/Lambrigg Crescent 
This sloping backland greenfield site is surrounded by housing and can be accessed 
from Lambrigg Crescent. It lies in close proximity to the Black shops located on South 
Parkway. In the Leeds Unitary Development Plan the site is allocated as greenspace 
which is replicated in the Publication Draft Site Allocations Plan. The adopted Core 
Strategy includes policies which allow for off-site greenspace improvements to 
compensate for the loss of existing greenspace.  This approach which will need to be 
applied in bringing this site forward, if the Site Allocation Plan proposals are adopted in 
their current form.   

Site 18 – York Road/South Parkway 
This important gateway site in to Seacroft includes the  former York Road highway depot and 
occupies a prominent position at the junction of York Road and South Parkway.  The site lies 
adjacent to the Seacroft Conservation Area and any development will need to be carefully 
designed to be respectful of its character.  The surviving gatehouse should be retained and 
integrated within the development. Several mature trees feature within the site. The site is 
surrounded by housing to the north and east and open space to the west and south. Part of the 
site is unallocated and part allocated for greenspace in the Leeds UDP Review. In the 
Publication Draft Site Allocations Plan the main part of the site is allocated for housing (HG2-94) 
with the remainder allocated as greenspace. The adopted Core Strategy includes policies which 
allow for off-site greenspace improvements to compensate for the loss of existing greenspace.  
This approach which will need to be applied in bringing this site forward, if the Site Allocation 
Plan proposals are adopted in their current form.   
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 Development Opportunities 

Site 19 – Stank Hall, New Hall and Stank Hall Barn 

Site 22 – Manor Farm Rise 

Site 19 - Moresdale Lane 
This rectangular sloping previously developed site is bounded by housing to the north 
and south, Seacroft Gardens recreation area to the east and a church to the west, The 
site is bereft of any landscape features. In the Publication Draft Site Allocations Plan the 
site is allocated for housing (HG2-97). 

 

 

Site 20– Seacroft Hospital 
This large site is located to the rear of Seacroft Hospital and is owned by the Homes and 
Community Agency. Mainly grassland the site includes hospital buildings. The site could 
deliver in excess of 700 dwellings, although if a school is built, this figure would be reduced 
to circa 500 dwellings. The Leeds UDP Review allocates the site for housing (H3-2A.04) 
which is replicated in the Publication Draft Site Allocations Plan (HG1-296). 
 

© Copyright Bluesky Interna onal Limited and Infoterra Limited, 2009 
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Economy 

Economy 
 
For an area to be sustainable it should be accessible, have a good range of shops and facilities which meet local needs and provide 
local employment opportunities. Given that Killingbeck and Seacroft  are suburbs set within the context of a larger city, requirements 
will be met  mainly outside of the area but they must be effectively connected so that residents from the area have easy access. 
 
Retail 
 
Seacroft has a vibrant commercial centre with the largest concentration of shops at the Seacroft Town Centre which is anchored by 
Tesco Extra. This centre serves as a popular destination for shopping for both residents living in and outside the area. Opportunities 
that would help to diversify the range of shops in this centre would be supported.   
 
Anchored by  Asda and B&Q stores Killingbeck retail park ,which is located off York Road, also serves the area. 
 
There are other freestanding food stores within the area notably Aldi and Farm Foods and a number of smaller shopping parades that 
include convenience stores that cater for day to day needs shopping. 
 
Neighbourhood shops 
 
There are a number of smaller parades of shops located across the area that are performing well. These include the  parade of shops 
on Cross Gates Road, “Black Shops” on South parkway, Dib Lane shops and Ramshead Hill shops. There may be further opportunities 
to invest in these smaller parades to sustain them in the future. For one of the existing parades at Ramshead Hill there is an  
opportunity to explore future changes to the parade alongwith the adjacent former Gate public house to maximise wider regeneration  
benefits for the area. 
 
Leisure 
 
Other than ‘green’ leisure, people have to travel out of the area for leisure purposes. The nearest leisure centre is at Fearnville  
which lies to the west of the area. Options to improve leisure centre provision are being considered by the Council.  
 
Training and Employment 
 
Agencies already work hard to provide a range of training opportunities and support to residents in the area to get them ready for work.  
This work will continue, and will be complemented by the range of proposals which aim to make it easier for people to commute to jobs.  
The process of up-skilling must be linked to emerging development proposals in the area as well as outside the area in particular the 
Leeds City Enterprise Zone, Thorpe Park and BUPA hospital on Coal Road. 

Aerial of Seacroft District Centre 

Black Shops 

Thorpe Park 
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Recreation and Greenspace 
Open Space, Public Realm and  Play Areas 
 
The framework has identified as a priority the need to improve the quality of existing greenspaces in the 
area which received widespread support from consultation with local people. These improvements will be 
complemented by new greenspace provision arising from the housing developments with the focus on 
achieving enhanced network connectivity of spaces that will help to strengthen the area’s identity and char-
acter and contribute to the great sense of community that the area possesses.   
 
Open Space, public realm and play facilities are important to ensuring the long term sustainability of an   
area. The preparation of this framework provides an opportunity to review the provision of these facilities 
so that they are more accessible and better quality. The key areas for investment will be The Rein, 
Seacroft Gardens, Wyke Beck Valley including connections to these areas of open space. 
 
Public open space that is well designed, well maintained, clean, safe and accessible can provide areas for 
appreciating wildlife as well as enjoying sport and recreation.  The importance of providing good quality 
green space should not be underestimated as it can benefit people’s physical and mental wellbeing. Good 
quality greenspace in Killingbeck and Seacroft will make a key contribution towards Leeds being the best 
city for health and wellbeing. 
 
A well connected network of good quality public green spaces can provide walking and cycling routes  
forming part of an environmentally friendly transport system as well as making a valuable contribution to 
the environmental biodiversity of the area. Private and semi-private garden space form part of the green 
space network in a locality adding further value to the biodiversity of the area.  New housing development 
should consider a garden’s orientation and design in order to maximise solar gain, encouraging people to 

Views of  Wyke Beck  

Child Friendly  
 
People generally thought that quality provision for play was needed in the area to cater for children and young 
teenagers. One key consideration in the provision and design of play facilities is the security and management as 
there has been a historical problem with new play areas being vandalised and removed soon after installation. 
Suggestions included play areas that could be locked up at times they were less likely to be used (such as eve-
nings) or CCTV installation to monitor activity . 
 
Continuing to involve the community in the type of play area provided and the location is key to ensure a sense of 
ownership and a reduction in vandalism that may have led to disrepair in the past.  The provision of a multi games 
play area (MUGA) facility at Seacroft Gardens  to complement the activities that take place from the Denis Healey 
centre will be an important asset to the area. 

New  MUGA  planned for Seacroft Gardens 

Outdoor Gym and Trim Trail 
 
There is an opportunity to provide outdoor gym equipment as part of a play area. The benefit of an 
outdoor gym is that they are free to use and accessible for all, young and old alike. Installation of 
such a facility in Seacroft Gardens would further promote the use of the local park and help people 
towards leading a healthier lifestyle. 

Denis Healey Centre Playing 
Field Consultation 
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Recreation and Greenspace 

Gateways 
 
‘Gateways’ help give a sense of arrival to somewhere and can take various forms from just a simple sign, to 
landscaping, to a sculpture that reflects an area’s past. A number of gateway opportunities throughout Killingbeck 
and Seacroft are identified which local community groups could take ownership of and develop into small projects 
potentially eligible for arts based grants. The gateways will help identify the distinctive areas of Killingbeck and 
Seacroft and further promote the sense of community and pride that people take in the area in which they live. 

Tree Lined Streets 
 
Extending the use of street trees on North and South Parkway will help to develop the areas distinctiveness. There is further 
scope to extend this concept in other areas where new housing is proposed to help soften the appearance of new housing and 
retain the area’s green character. There are numerous benefits associated to having trees lining our streets: 
 

 Health – help to reduce pollution in the air; 

 Climate – shade and shelter from trees means that energy can be saved on heating and cooling buildings.  
Branches and leaves can slow the rate at which rainwater hits the ground preventing flash flooding; 

 Crime – presence of greenery can reduce acts of anti-social behaviour; 

 Economy – people are attracted to live, work or invest in Belle Isle and Middleton because of the ‘Garden City 
Suburb’ feel; 

 Housing – house prices can increase where a property is associated with nearby mature trees; 

 Community – the presence of trees can help build on the pride for the area that already exists;  

The species of street trees selected must have a root growth pattern which will not cause future damage to paved    
highway surfaces. Root protection may also be needed to prevent root ingress into existing services. 
 
Development and Greenspace 
 
The numerous areas of greenspace throughout Killingbeck and Seacroft area means that the provision of additional 
green space as part of new development may not always be necessary, as this introduces small parcels of difficult to 
manage greenspace rather than complementing and enhancing to the network of existing provision. 
 
Qualitative improvements to existing greenspace provision through contributions from the redevelopment of the sites 
could maximise regeneration benefits across the area. 

Tree lined  North Parkway 

Arthurs Rein 
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Connections 

Transport and connectivity 
For Killingbeck and Seacroft to become more sustainable, good connections need to be created across 
the  area and beyond. Seacroft already has a bus station at the District Centre which benefits from reg-
ular bus services to the city centre, pedestrian and cycle routes across the area including cycle paths 
through Wyke Beck, however, residents want to see further improvements to help them get to nearby 
facilities and employment centres. 

 
The option of building a new road to link between North Parkway with South Parkway around the David 
Young Community Academy site which could also become a bus route will improve connectivity across 
the estate. 
 
 
Pedestrian and Cycle routes 
Walking and cycling offers one of the easiest ways to get around the local area. However, the condition 
of the paving and the absence of lower kerbs means that getting around the area in particularly for push 
chairs and mobility scooters is difficult. Investing in the infrastructure of the area with some ‘low cost’ 
improvements supported be development schemes will help to make this easier.   
 
It will be important that new housing sites are designed to be cycle and pedestrian friendly and that new 
routes link in to the wider established network. 

Leeds-Bradford cycle super highway 

Seacroft Bus Station 
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Connections 

New Generation Transport 
The New Generation Transport (NGT) scheme aims to provide a high quality, fast frequent service using state of 
the art electric trolley buses.  The initial route is proposed from Holt Park to Stourton. However, in the future there 
may be scope to extend the NGT line to cover the eastern side of the City which would bring significant economic 
regeneration benefits to the area. The introduction of NGT to East Leeds could provide important opportunities for 
bus services to feed into this network, making it easy to use for residents in Killingbeck and Seacroft. 

Public Transport 
 
Bus services from Killingbeck and Seacroft into Leeds City Centre are frequent and reliable. However, users express concerns 
that there is no direct service to Crossgates from north or south Seacroft, Seacroft or LGI hospitals and Sunday service 
is poor. Work must be undertaken with transport providers to address these issues to ensure that residents have a service 
which they can rely on. 
 
The area is also not served by any direct services to Leeds City Region Enterprise Zone or Thorpe Park making it difficult for 
residents to access new job opportunities in these areas. 
 
The re-tasking of services to provide links is critical to the success of the area, by broadening training and employment 
opportunities for local residents.   
 
The development of new housing will help to improve the viability of existing bus services and the creation of new ones to major 
employment growth areas. The opportunity for community transport provision should be explored for such routes or as a ‘dial 
up’ service at a lower cost than taxi fares. 
 
The East Leeds Transport Strategy includes outlines the priorities for investment in East Leeds over the short, medium and long 
term that would benefit the framework area. York Road public transport corridor 
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Connections 

Road Improvements 
 
People have expressed concern about the state of the roads and the backlog of repairs to potholes.  
 
Speeding was seen as a particular issue by residents with many wanting to see further traffic calming 
measures introduced.  Design solutions to address specific problems will need to be explored by the Local 
highway Authority to improve road and pedestrian safety across the area 
 
Traffic passing through the area is seen as an issue by many residents.  This has increased as the Ring 
Road and York Road have become busier.  The East Leeds Extension and East Leeds Orbital Route pro-
posals are intended to mitigate this issue by re-diverting traffic away from the Ring Road offering the oppor-
tunity to downgrade the Ring Road and improve pedestrian crossing points and connectivity between the 
communities of Whinmoor, Swarcliffe and Seacroft. The orbital road is not expected to be fully open until the 
early 2020’s.  

Continuing to increase road safety in the area is a priority 
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Community  

Community Buildings and Action 

Killingbeck and Seacroft have a rich social history. The areas have a strong sense of community and 
residents have pride in where they live. There is a strong community desire to further improve the area 
and there are many ways that local residents can get involved. 
 
 
Community Facilities and Buildings 
There are a wide range of community services in Killingbeck and Seacroft operating from dedicated 
premises  that serve the current population. The Denis Healey Centre  is one such centre that provides 
a wide range of activities for different age groups including  After School Club, Street Works Soccer, 
Junior and Senior Youth Club, Health and Fitness Classes etc. Whilst many of the buildings are valued 
there may be the opportunity to rationalise the number of community buildings by encouraging joint 
service delivery and co-location to utilise remaining  buildings more efficiently.  Some buildings may 
lend themselves more than others to redevelopment because of their proximity to the development 
sites identified within this document or to established district centres. 
 
 
GP Services 
Residents feel that there is not enough doctors and dentists in the area especially if you consider the 
scale of new housing  proposed. GP provision for the area will need to be carefully considered by  
the health commissioning bodies to ensure future demand is met 
 
 

 
 

The Methodist  Chapel 

Seacroft  Library David Young Academy 
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Community 

Youth Provision 
The Denis Healey centre is a vibrant community hub wihich provides lots of activities catering for different age groups within the community. The intention is to 
further broaden its appeal by publicising the events that take place and offering arrange of  activities that are tailored to the local community needs. To address 
the needs of younger people  there are plans to invest in a new multi use games area (MUGA) with associated, CCTV/Floodlighting  on Seacroft Gardens  
linked to the Denis Healey Centre.  
 
Play Areas 
As part of the Seacroft Gardens refurbishment  there are also proposals to introduce outdoor gym equipment  and younger play facilities. The quality of 
children’s play areas in the area is one of the key issues flagged up by local residents given the previous vandalism of the previous equipment in the same 
location. In addition it is proposed to promote The Rein as a family park during the school holidays engaging the local school s and  nearby children’s centre. 
 
 
 

Child Friendly 
Expected population growth, alongside the development of new houses will put more pressure on nursery and childcare provision, as well as primary and 
secondary schools. Opportunities to expand existing schools are already being addressed and new schools may be required.   
 
Schools in particular, need to be well placed with good access and measures in place to limit the impact on local residents particularly at the beginning and end 
of the school day.  There is also scope to locate schools close to existing playing pitches to make more efficient use of these facilities through the week and 
reduce the amount of land take a new school requires.  

Image of Denis Healey Centre  
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Delivery and Implementation 

Delivery 
There framework adopts two delivery approaches: investment in new buildings such as houses and other investment in green infrastructure such as  greenspace improvements and connections.  

Investment in new buildings 
The majority of the housing sites set out in this framework are owned by Leeds City Council. The City Council will market the sites in a coordinated way to make sure that development and it’s 
impact is phased across the area and that it delivers the type of investment which is required at the time. 
 
Some land in the area is privately owned. Where this is the case the Council will seek to enter into discussions with land owners to discuss the opportunities for their land and the wider vision 
and aspirations for the area.  This has been the case with the Homes and Community Agency and their development proposals for the Seacroft Hospital site 
 

Other Investment and changes 
Developers are required to pay planning contributions as part of any new development, to cover the cost of works without which the development would not be supported or its full benefits might not 
be realised.  At present these contributions are called S106 obligations but in the future some will  be made under the Community Infrastructure Levy. 
 
Contributions can be for open space and public realm improvements, the creation or enhancements to new footpaths, playing pitches, play areas, changes or improvements to public transport 
services, schools and finally to ensure the delivery of the right number of affordable houses. Equally, S106 agreements can also be used to ensure that jobs and training opportunities are made 
available to local people in the first instance. 
 
The Council will be reviewing its buildings in the area to make sure that its assets are well used and in a good condition to be sustained in the long term.  This may mean some difficult decisions are 
made and it will be essential that these are worked through with any affected organisations and community groups to ensure that they can continue their work. 

Community Action 
Local residents can become more involved in directly improving their neighbourhood.  There are a number of small-scale open space improvements identified which local groups could take forward 
to create community gardens or allotments. Some organisations such as Groundwork offer small pots of grant funding to support this type of work which community groups may be able to bid for if 
they develop proposals that meet the funding criteria. 
 
There is also an active Neighbourhood Planning Forum that the Council will continue to work with in developing their Neighbourhood Plan for Seacroft. 
 



Page 27 

Delivery and Implementation 

Funding 

 
 
Financial contributions from new development in the 
Killingbeck and Seacroft area will be used to pay for 
some of the open space and connectivity improvements 
set out in the framework and proposals plan. 
 
Equally, more significant developments in adjoining    
areas will also be expected to contribute to the            
improvements identified in this framework, to ensure 
that residents in the area can commute to new jobs    
either as a pedestrian or by public transport.  They will 
also be expected to make commitments to utilise local 
labour.  
 
The identification of particular proposals in this          
document will help to support grant applications to    
funding bodies should money be made available for 
open space and public realm projects. If applications are 
successful this funding could be matched with any 
developer and private sector contributions to maximise 
the impact of schemes. 
 
Overall, the private sector will play a key role in          
delivering the proposals in this framework. 

Step 1 - Planning approval for new development 

Step 2 - Community Infrastructure Levy 

Step 3 - Construction on site utilising local labour where     
possible 

Step 4 - Local Greenspace Improvements 
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Delivery and Implementation 

Shopping List of Improvements to be delivered with the assistance of contributions 
from new development: 
 

 

 

 

 Play areas – investment in accessible play facilities for children of differ-
ent age groups;  

 Outdoor Gym – provision of accessible and free to use outdoor gym 
equipment to help residents towards leading a healthier lifestyle; 

  Greenspace improvements – investment in local parks, greenspace  

    connectivity with particular focus on The Rein, Seacroft Gardens, Wyke    
 Beck Valley; 

 Traffic calming –  investment in making roads within the area safe; 

 Bus services – Re-task services to create direct links to adjoining areas                                
in particularly the Leeds City Region Enterprise Zone and Thorpe Park. 

 Road improvements – creation of new road link between South Parkway 
and Asket Avenue; 

Site No. Site Name Location Site Size 
(ha) 

Suitable Develop-
ment Use 

1 Kentmere Avenue Seacroft  0.26 Housing 

2 Ramshead Drive Seacroft  0.86 Housing 

3 Barncroft Close Seacroft 0.54 Housing 

4 Ramshead Approach Seacroft 3.51 Housing 

5 Asket Drive North Seacroft 0.82  Housing 

6 Asket Drive South Seacroft 3.12  Housing 

7 Former Asket Hill Primary Seacroft 5.4 Housing 

8 Boggart Hill Road Seacroft 0.30  Housing 

9 Kentmere Approach Seacroft 4.33  Housing 

10 Asket Avenue Seacroft 0.64  Housing 

11 Seacroft Crescent North Seacroft 1.52 Housing 

12 Seacroft Crescent South Seacroft 1.53  Mixed use 

13 Bishop’s Way Seacroft 5.61  Housing/School 

14 Brooklands Drive Seacroft 1.58 Housing 

15 Parkway Close Seacroft 1.23 Housing 

16 Blencarn Road Seacroft 6.85 Housing 

17 Brooklands Avenue/ Seacroft  0.53 Housing 

18 York Road/South Parkway Seacroft  1.12 Housing 

19 Moresdale Lane Seacroft  0.39 Housing 

20 Seacroft Hospital Killingbeck  26.84 Housing/School 

    Total  66.98   




